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ABSTRACT 

Ashrafi studies the properties of the unit graph associated with rings. In this paper we present the properties of the 
unit graph of a connected ring. If R is a connected ring and U (R)is the set of unit elements of R, then the unit graph of 
R denoted by G (R) is the graph obtained by setting all the elements of R to the vertices and defining distinct vertices x 
and y to be adjacent if and only if x+y ∈ U(R). We prove that if R is a finite ring, then the following statements hold for 
the unit graph of R.  (a) If 2 ∉ U(R) then the  unit graph G (R) is a |U(R)|- regular graph (b) If 2∈ U(R), then for every  
x ∈ U(R) we have deg (x) = |U(R)|-1 and for every  x ∈R/U(R) we have deg (x)= |U(R)| . 
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INTRODUCTION   
 
Ashrafi et al. [1] studied the properties of the unit graph regarding connectedness, chromatic, index, diameter, girth and 
planarity. In this paper we present some properties of unit graph with connected rings. Throughout this paper U (R) is 
the set of unit elements of R. The unit graph of R denoted by G (R), is the graph obtained by setting all the elements of 
R to  the vertices and defining distinct vertices x and y to be adjacent if and only if x+y ∈ U(R). If we omit the word 
“distinct” in the definition. We obtained the closed unit graph denoted G (R). This graph hare loops. We note that if   
2 ∉ U(R), then G (R) = G(R), then graphs in fig  1 are the unit graphs of the rings indicated. A graph in which all 
vertices are of the same degree is called regular graph. In an r-regular graph all the vertices are of degree r, the then 
number r is called the regularity of a regular graph. Regular graphs are undirected.  
 
The graphs in Fig. 1 are the unit graphs of the rings indicated. It is easy to see that, for give rings R and S, if R ≅ S as 
rings, then G(R) ≅ G(S) as graphs. This point is illustrated in Fig. 2, for the unit graphs of two isomorphic rings Z3 × Z2 
and Z6. 

 
Fig. 1: The Unit graphs of some specific rings. 

  
Next we give additional basic notation and define graph products.  
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Fig. 2: The Unit graphs of two isomorphic rings. 

 
Definition and Remarks 1: For a graph G, let V(G) denote the set of vertices, and Let E(G) denote the set of edges let 
G1, and G2 be two vertex – disjoint graphs. The category product of G1 and G2 is denoted by G1 x G2. That is, V(G1 x 
G2) =V(G1) x V(G2), two distinct vertices (x, y) and (x′,y′) are adjacent if and only if x is adjacent to x′ in G1 and y is 
adjacent to y′ in G2. Clearly, for given rings R1 and R2 two distinct vertices (x, y), (x′,y′) ∈ V(G(R1) x (G(R2)) are 
adjacent if and only if x is adjacent to x′ in (G(R1) and y is adjacent to y′ inG(R2).This implies and (G(R1) ×G(R2)) ≅ 
G(R1 × R2). 
 
In Fig. 3 we illustrate the above point for the direct product of Z2 and Z3. We now state some basic properties of unit 
graphs. First we give more definitions. 
 
Definitions 2: For a graph G and vertex x∈V(G), the degree of x, denoted by deg(x), is the number of edges of G 
incident with x. For every non negative integer r, the graph G is called r-regular if the degree of each vertex of G is 
equal to r. Also, for a given vertex x∈V(G), the neighbour set of x is the set NG(x)= {V∈V(G)/V is adjacent to x}.  
 
Moreover, if G has a loop at vertex x then we always assume that x ∈ NG(x). The closed neighbour set of x, is the set 
NG[x] = NG(x) ∪ {x}. 
 

 
Fig. 3: The category product of two closed rings. 

 
Theorem 1: Let R be a finite ring. Then the following statements hold for the unit graph of R. 
(a) If 2 ∉ U(R), then the unit graph G(R) is a |U(R)| - regular graph  
(b) If 2 ∈ U(R), then for every x ∈ U(R) we have deg (x) = |U(R)| - 1 and for every x ∈ R/U(R) we have deg (x) = 

|U(R)|. 
 
Proof: For the proof of both (a) and (b), Suppose that the vertex x ∈ R is given. We have R + x = R, and so for every    
u ∈ U(R) there exists an element xu ∈ R such that xu+ x = u. Clearly, xU is uniquely determined by u. 
 
First, suppose that 2 ∉ U(R). In this case xu ≠ x and so xu is adjacent to x in G(R). Therefore, f: U(R) → NG(R)(x) give by 
f (u) = xu is a well – defined function. It is easy to see that f is a bijection and, therefore,  deg (x) = | NG(R)(x)| = |U(R)|. 
This shows that, in this case, the unit graph G(R) is a |U(R)| - regular graph. This completes the proof of (a). 
 
Second, suppose that 2 ∈ U(R) and x∈R\U(R). In this case, we have again xu ≠ x, and so xu is adjacent to x in G(R).  
 
Therefore, the above observation is still valid, which shows that deg (x) = |U(R)|. 



G. Sobhalatha1 & A. Swetha2*/ Some Studies On Unit Graph Associated With Connected Rings / IJMA- 4(11), Nov.-2013. 

© 2013, IJMA. All Rights Reserved                                                                                                                                                                      6   

 
Finally, suppose that 2 ∈ U(R) and x ∈ U(R). In this case 2 x ∈ U(R) and we have xu ≠ x for u ≠2x and x2x = x. Now xu 
adjacent to x in G(R) for u ≠ 2x. Therefore, f: U(R) → NG(R) [x] given by f (u) = xu is a well – defined function. It is easy 
to see that f is a bijection and therefore, deg (x) = |NG(R)(x)| = | NG(R)[x] – 1 = |U(R)| - 1 .Thus (b) holds.   
  
Theorem 1 shows that, if 2 is not a unit element in the ring R, then the unit graph of R is a |U(R)| – regular graph, the 
unit graph is not |U(R)| – regular when 2 is a unit of R. 
 
REFERENCES  
 
1. Ashrafi N, Maiman H.R, Pournaki M.r, and Yassemi S “Unit graph Associated with rings” Communications in 

Algebra (R), 38 (2010) 2851-2871. 
 
2. Chartrand G., Oellermann, O.R “Applied and Algorithmic Graph Theory”. New York: Mc Graw-Hill, Inc. (1993). 
 
3. Grimaldi R.P. “Graphs from rings”. Proceedings of the 20th Southeastern Conference on Combinatorics, Graph 

Theory, and computing (Boca Raton, FL, 1989). Congv. Numer. Vol. 71, pp. (1990) 95-103. 
 
4. Bhattacharya P.B, Jain.S.K, Nagpul “Basic abstract algebra”, plika Press Pvt. LtRed, New Delhi-2007. 
 
5. Frank Harary “Graph theory”, Narosa publishing house, New Delhi 2001, ISBN-978-81-85015-55-2. 

 
Source of support: Nil, Conflict of interest: None Declared

 
 

 
 


	Corresponding author: A. Swetha2*

